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of the day, as li Communz, of which we later made the modern
word * Commons.' There also took place under Edward that
significant event, the breakdown of the Jewish financial power
in England and the exile of the Jewish body—but only after
it had lost its wealth.
The First Step in Unity: the Conquest of Wales.
Edward returned home from the Crusades, and was crowned
in the year 1274. He was then a tall, active man in his very
prime—thirty-five years old. Simon's conflict, called the Barons'
Wars, had exhausted the spirit of internal rebellion, he was
secure within his own borders, and he could set about under-
taking the first task in achieving the unity of the island—to
impose his rule upon the Welsh people in their mountains.
He summoned the chief prince of North Wales, Llewelyn,
to do fealty. Llewelyn did not refuse, but he made excuses,
and did not, in fact, appear at the court, though his brother
David, on account of a quarrel, joined the English. Edward
marched against North Wales late in the fighting season of
1277; it was the middle of the summer before he got his
feudal levies together in the country between the Severn and
the Dee; thence he took the coast road down the Dee and
along the northern shore, supporting the land forces with his
fleet. By the winter he had all he wanted for the moment.
He proposed to annex the eastern hundreds of Wales as far as
Conway, to exact a tribute for Anglesey; he married Llewelyn
to that rich heiress, Montfort's daughter—and, of course, did
everything he could for David, his ally. But the success was
only verbal; it was necessary to reconquer Wales. The
mountains were not securely held.
Five years after this first easy campaign David suddenly
betrayed his royal ally, seized Hawarden Castle, carried off the
official whom Edward had left therein as local governor, and
put the garrison to the sword. Meanwhile Llewelyn kid siege
to Edward's border castles, and his mountaineers began ravaging
the Marches. All this was in March 1282, in the week before
Easter. Edward gathered another army and marched into
Wales with the summer. He occupied the northern part of the
country'precariously, after a check at the Menai Straits, where
his bridge of boats broke down. The accident which put
everything into his hands was the death of Llewelyn. That
prince had come down into Radnorshire; he was watching the
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